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VOORWOORD

VAN DIE PRESIDENT

Ek kan nie glo hoe vining die afgelope vier jaar verby gesnel het nig;
dis al weer tyd vir n nuwe Joernaal!

Adverteerders maak dit moontlik om die spesiale projek, wat
deesdae duur is, die lig te laat sien. Die joernaal bevat insiggewende
artikels, leersame inligting, asook geskiedenis van ons ras. Ons het
gepoog om dit n inligtingsgids, met advertensies, in een te maak.

Die afgelope aantal jare het die Braunvieh homself bewys.
In fase C-interras groeitoetse, asook tydens interras-kampioenskappe
met verskeie skoue, is uitsonderlike prestasies behaal.

Keurings- en beoordelaarskonferensies word jaarliks gehou om seker
te maak dat keurders en beoordelaars dieselfde visie oor die ras
deel. Ons is opgewonde oor die hoeveelheid jong mense wat
betrokke is in ons genootskap. Dis ‘n voorreg om te sien hoe die
jong generasie alreeds die positiewe invioed op die ras het en
daardeur n toekoms vir die Braunvieh verseker.

Hier buite in die beeswéreld is daar baie kompetisie tussen rasse.
Daar word hoé standaarde gestel, wat prestasie aanbetref.
Prestasietoetsing is niks nuut nie. Ons moedig telers aan om so
veel as moontlik prestasiedata in te stuur. Die tegnologie is tot ons
beskikking en ons moet ten volle daarvan gebruik maak. Met die
onderskatte ras waarmee ons boer, kan ons met behulp van
aangetekende data, beter besluite neem.

Op dié wyse kan die Braunvieh net vooruit gaan. Om volhoubaar te
vorder met stoetteling, sal ons volgens prestasie moet selekteer en
nie sentimenteel raak oor "mooi diere”, wat nie kan aanpas en
presteer nie. Prof. Jan Bonsma het tereg gesé: ” Meet om te weet”

Ek bedank graag die vorige president, Christopher Havenga, wat baie
moeite gedoen het om telers bymekaar te kry en verskille uit te
klaar. Dankie aan die raad wat my werk ligter maak en met groot
entoesiasme die Braunvieh eerste stel.

Dankie aan Christopher Havenga en Daleen Roos met die reuse
taak om die Joernaal die lig te laat sien. Ook ‘n woord van dank
aan die borge, waarsonder die publikasie nie moontlik sou wees nie.

Ek glo dat die vasberadenheid van telers ‘n bewys is dat hierdie ras
die toets van die tyd deurstaan het. Dit is nou in ons telers se
hande om voort te bou op standaarde wat in die vieisbedryf vasgelé
is, en sodoende vir die Braunvieh ‘n blink toekoms te verseker.

Sukses Ié nie daarin om buitengewone dinge te vermag nie, maar
om gewone dinge buitengewoon goed te doen.

HANS BESTER
PRESIDENT
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REDAKTEURS BRIEF

Met hierdie gesegde
in gedagte pak n
gewone mens
gewone take met
buitengewone
entoesiasme aan.

Aan ons Skepper en
Verlosser kan ons
altyd dank bring!
Psalm 8:5-10 (1983
vertaling) stel ons
bevoorregte posisie

“Accept responsibility for your life,
know that it is you who will
get you where you want to go,
no one else.” - Les Brown

Elke taak wat ons

verrig of nié¢ verrig

nie, weerspieél iets van onsself, van ons passie,
van ons lewensvisie, van ons menswees.

Hierdie 2016 uitgawe van die Braunvieh SA
Joernaal was “klipharde werk” - soos net
Christopher, my mede-redakteur, dit kan sé!

Ons twee het hierdie taak saam aangepak en dit
was ‘n wonderlike geleentheid om op hierdie
kreatiewe manier van ons tyd en moeite vir ons
ras te kan teruggee. Christopher Havenga -
dankie vir jou innoverende denkwyse en geduld
wat spanwerk maklik gemaak het!

Ek is trots op ons Joemaal!

Dankie aan al ons geduldige familie — sonder
julle sou ons nie groot dinge kon aanpak nie,
dankie aan lvdn en sy span by Pendulum Visual
Communication - julle is ysters en werklike
staatmakers, en dankie aan ons Raad wat ons
ook deurentyd ondersteun het!

besonders goed vir

my:
"Wat is die mens dan dat U aan hom dink, die
mensekind dat U na hom omsien? U het hom net
n bietjie minder as ‘n hemelse wese gemaak en
hom met aansien en eer gekroon, U laat hom
heers oor die werk van u hande, U het alles aan
hom onderwerp: skape en beeste, alles; selfs die
diere in die veld, die voéls in die lug, en die visse
in die see wat die oseane deurkruis. Here, ons
Here, hoe wonderbaar is u Naam oor die hele
aarde!”

May each breeder enjoy this publication, feeling
proud of their contribution, advertisement or article!
Thank you to every helping hand along the
genesis of this Journal. We are excited to be able
to publish yet another work of art to showcase the

breed of art: the Braunvieh.
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 BRAUNVIEH
 GENESIS

Die genootskap is op 2 April 1925
gestig. Byna 'n eeu later kan ons
met trots terugkyk en die
vordering in ons ras is opvallend




VANTOEKATOTNOLU

Gawie Naudé talked to former Braunvieh
breeders regarding their remembrances of the
old days of the Brown Swiss (Braunvieh):

Mark Humphrey Sephton : Born on 10 May 1932.
He has been farming at Faskally, Barkly East until 2000 and
then retired to Gonubie.

He ran a Brown Swiss stud with Paul Raymond Sephton, his
brother, ‘ill the late 1980s. The Sephton Brothers were the sons
of Mr Ray Sephton, of the well-known Pitlochri stud.

Mark shared some of his early experiences. He still remembers

that as a young boy, with his elder brother Paul, the milk parlour
as it was called in those days. They were bare foot in the warm

cow manure on a cold winters morning on their Pitlochri farm in
the Barkly East district. They used to milk the cows by hand and
send the milk to the cheese factory in Barkly East.

Mark also talked about the experience of showing cattle at the
Johannesburg show back in those days. The animals had to
walk to the closest Railway side-line at New England station and
were then transported by train to the show. As young boys they
travelled with the animals in the train on a trip of about five days.
They attended the show for ten days and then came all the way
back to New England station and back to Pitlochrie.

In 1916 C.R. Sephton visited Switzerland and thought that the
brown cows will do well in the mountains at Pitlochrie. He came
back and found some Brown Swiss cows for sale in the Eastern
Province from a certain Mr. Thatcher. He bought some of those
cows to start his herd. Those animals were not exactly what he
wanted, mainly because of their milk line and he decided to
import cattle from Switzerland.

In 1935 he imported one bull and two heifers. They did very well
and he later also imported five heifers and four bulls to improve
the herd at Pitlochrie. These animals formed the nucleus of the
Pitlochrie stud.

Since the interview Mark Sephton sadly passed away on 30
October 2014 at the age of 82 years.
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VANTOEKATOTNOLU

Gawie also spoke to Mrs Gladys Potgieter, wife
of the late Basie Potgieter, of the Millard
Brown Swiss stud.

She remembers the good friends that they made among the
breeders and the many happy shows and field days they
attended. Uncle Basie imported a number of animals from
Switzerland but never went there himself.

He used to send his son, Henry, to do the selections. Henry then
came back via the ship to accompany and care for the animals.
At one stage he imported the cows named Minerwa and Adelle
and the bull Caizer. Minerwa, according to her was at that stage
the most expensive cow exported from Switzerland. Minerwa
happened to be an excellent cow and ended as a gold cup
winner at the Johannesburg Easter Show.

Aunt Gladys resides in the Barkly East Service Centre for the
Elderly at the current age of 95.

What a privilege to know these former breeders and to have had
the opportunity to engage with them over the years.

- Gawie Naud
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Bruinswitser telers in tradisionele drag
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NMNow!

VANTOEKATOTNOLU

A
A

n Rustige toneel van Bruin Switsers onder die bome het
ons begroet met aankoms by Rob Ferreira. Hard besig
met die oprigting van die krale onder die groot tent.

<< Dr. Immelman en
Mnr. Stafford in gesprek
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J HAMPIE VAN ZYL

BOERDERY |

Die Kalaharie, 'n dorre, vreedsame semi-woestynarea
aangrensend aan die suidelike dele van Namibia en Botswana.

BEAULIEU, ‘n tipiese Kalaharie plaas, 30 kilometer suid-wes van
Kathu in die Noordkaap - hier boer ek, Hampie van Zyl, hoogs
suksesvol met my trotse Braunvieh Dubbeldoel Stoet vir die
afgelope 29 jaar.

Die boerderytoestande is uitdagend, met gemiddelde
somertemperature van 38 grade celsuis, en met winters waar die
temperatuur gereeld tot minus 5 grade daal! Die drakrag is 112 per
grootvee eenheid. Die gemiddelde jaarlikse reénval is maar ‘n
skrapse 200 milimeter indien ons gelukkig is. Dit is n sand wéreld
met pragtige soetveld en kameelbome, witgatbome en bessiebosse.

Hierdie geharde wérelddeel stel absolute oorlewingseise aan mens
en dier. Slegs die sterkste en mees funksionele mens en dier
oorleef hier suksesvol. Histories was dit die geloof onder boere dat
slegs geharde beesrasse soos Afrikanerbeeste en Bonsmaras hier
kan oorleef. Totdat ek, 29 jaar gelede, die Braunvieh‘s hier kom
vestig het. Aimal was skepties, want dit is dan ‘n Europese ras wat
nie in die ander uiterste Kalaharie toestande sal oorleef nie!

Vir 29 jaar het ‘n Braunvieh nog nooit by my van droogte gevrek
nie, en behaal ek klokslag jaarliks die hoogste speengewig kallers op
ons plaaslike veilings hier; soms tot 25 kilogram swaarder
gemiddeld! Lang kloue is by meeste boere in hierdie sandwéreld n
groot probleem, maar ek besit nie eens ‘n kloutang nie! Rasse wat
met pigment sukkel oorleef nie hier nie, veral oogprobleme, terwyl
die donker gepigmenteerde Braunvieh's hier gemaklik oorleef in die
warm 40 grade somersdae.

Die Braunvieh het by my in uiterste ekstensiewe omstandighede ook
bewys dat stapvermoeé in hierdie dik sand geen probleem is nig!

Braunvieh bulle word al meer in my omgewing in die Kalaharie vir
kruisteling gebruik, en werk kruisteling hier in my wéreld uitstekend
op Bonsmaras en Brahmaan tipes.

Die verwarrende beeld van die historiese langhaar, melktipe
Switserbees is al lankal hier by my reggestel. Hier boer ek met
swaar medium raam tipe, gladde ware dubbeldoel Braunvieh's wat
alle ander rasse hier met beide melk- en vleiskapasiteit klop!

Ja, hier by my in die absolute teenoorgestelde toestande as in
Europa, het die Braunvieh soos ‘n handskoen kom aanpas en inpas!
Die Kalaharie sal nooit weer dieselfe wees nie, want op haas elke
plaas sien jy die Braunvieh eienskappe in die meeste aanteelkoeie.
Die groot bruin koei het gekom om te bly - hier, net soos in
Switserland! Met trots kyk ek gereeld as die bruines, glad en gesond
op die horizon wei met die mooiste denkbare

Kalaharie sonsondergang in die
agtergrond!

Die Braunvieh en die Kalaharie is
soos melk en heuning, in
volmaakte balans!
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GWK Veilings

Trots geassosieer met Braunvieh SA

GWK Veilings Kimberley 053 832 5227
Willie Meyer (Uitvoerende Bestuurder) 071 680 4103
Sarel Cilliers (Bedryf Bestuurder: Kimberley) 082 447 7450
Schalk Erlank (Stoetvee Adviseur) 082 558 6891

MC Campher 083 259 8528
Jan Erasmus 082 924 6096
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Braunvieh

in the United States

My name is Molly Mirassou. My Mom, Leslie, and I started Star Ranch
Cattle in Weatherford Texas USA in the fall of 2010 when we
purchased my first Braunvieh show heifer and 8 mother cows.

[t may have started out as a small 4-H project to show but we
immediately fell in love with the incredible brown cow. We strive not
for quantity but high quality; raising competitive show cattle that
don‘t compromise function nor form. We are passionate about
helping and encouraging young people in the industry and breed
through local clubs and Jr. Braunvieh shows. The youth hold the
future of breed, it is imperative to educate and guide them to
become Agricultural and Braunvieh advocates.

The first importation of Braunvieh cattle to the U.S. was between
1869 and 1880. These cattle selected for milk were the basis for
development of the American Brown Swiss dairy breed; recognized
in 1890 and thus a separate breed. However, it was in 1983 that
the first Original Swiss Braunvieh selected for beef, were imported
from Switzerland by Harlan Doeschot of Firth, Nebraska. Since then
there has been quite a bit of genetic sharing between the U.S. and
Canada and even some with Mexico. The Braunvieh Association of
America was organized and incorporated in 1984. It is now located
in Adkins, Texas 78101 and the current president is Dwight
Alexander from Sulpher Springs, Texas.

Braunvieh cattle have been tested and measured for hundreds of
years in Switzerland. Bulls are sent to test stations that mimic
feedlot like conditions where gain, intake, efficiency, marbling, Rib Eye
Area, back fat, and other things are measured calculated to
determine which bulls cost the least or make the most money.

Braunvieh breeders in US have led the pack in efficiency testing and
the cattle have performed very well against other breeds, according
to reports from Grow Safe Systems, and test stations like the
Genetic Development Center at Sexing Technologies. Brauvieh sired
steers (both purebred and crossbred) have also won numerous
awards at carcass or commercial steer contest like The Great
Western Beef Expo, Beef Empire Days, Texas A & M Ranch to Rail
program, and Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, and San Antonio
Stock Show and Rodeo.

Braunvieh crossbred calves have proven to be very successful. Most
breeders note that being such a small little known breed; getting the
first time commercial buyer may require a lot of education and
promotion; however once they give Braunvieh cattle a try, the repeat
buyer is very easy to come by. Braunvieh cattle consistently exceed
expectation in crossbreeding. For example, “According to the USDA's
Meat Animal Research Center (MARC) data, Braunvieh calves have
the highest rate of survival (951%) from birth to weaning of all
Continental and Bos Indicus breeds tested” It was also shown at
MARC that “the average age at puberty for Braunvieh cross heifers
was 332 days and the percent of Braunvieh cross females pregnant
at 550 days was. “I'm bragging here. But | wanted you to know
what is possible with Braunvieh and good management. We
harvested a group of 129 head at Greater Omaha, quite possibly the
best plant in the world. “The vision cameras had been recalibrated
just ahead of this run. These calves were approximately 13 months
old and were the first cut out of last year's calves (first cuts are
notoriously all over the board).
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The vast majority of these calves' dams were from 3/8 to 7/8
Braunvieh and of the 129 animals, 20 were Braunvieh sired. “The
plant manager, Angel Fili, when looking at the printed report from
the run said, ‘impossible; ‘can‘t be done; never seen before: The
group went 93% Choice with 60% YG1s and 25, Art Brownlee,
JHL Ranch owner, Ashby, Nebraska.

The Braunviehs adaptability and many good characteristics make
them a great option to crossbreed to in many climates and with
many breeds. In the US the environment and what the producers
expect from the cattle changes much in the different states, so
Braunviehs can be seen crossed on many different breeds from the
British type cows in the cold and high altitude of the north to the
Bos Indicus influence cows in the hot dry weather of the South.
Braunvieh sired calves have something to offer everyone, from steers
in the feedlot to heifers to be replacement females.

Black and polled cattle have been in high demand for some time in
the US. The black is because of the Certified Black Angus Beef
program that gives premium to black cattle that also meet certain
carcass quality standard.

Braunvien 2016

The Polled has been popular due to the obvious advantages of less
stress on calves and less labor for producers plus improved calving
ease. Some breeders started selecting for only all black all polled
cattle very quickly because that is what their commercial buyers
wanted. Remember there is some influence from another breed
(usually Angus) to create that. That is why according to John Geno
when crossed back on the popular black commercial cows less
hybrid vigor may be achieved than was initially seen with the
traditional and Original cattle. What's new with the Braunvieh in US?

Some breeders are using DNA testing to select for alleles tied to
traits like carcass and meat quality, stress tolerance, and fleshing
ability. This compliments EPDS, and taking bulls to test stations well.
The newest and exciting addition is a new youth program that was
started in Texas and is now open to anyone in the country. Being
the Braunvieh Association of America is very small by US standards
(just over 300 members including youth members) growth,
education, and promotion is needed.

The Junior Braunvieh Breeders Incentive JBBI program gives young
people the opportunity to compete for a certificate to help them get
a heifer from a Braunvieh breeder then the breeder can nominate
that heifer for a fee to the Futurity show the next year where all the
fee money is put in to a pot for the Juniors to compete for both
with their heifer in the show and in high point from many contests
that test their knowledge of Braunvieh cattle and skill in
showmanship, salesmanship, and speaking. This program was just
started in May 2015 and has already brought in more members
and excitement. The Fullblood Braunvieh Breeders Cup is a similar
concept that grew off of the JBBI where breeders can nominate
fullblood or Original Heifers being shown by a Junior member with
the monies going to the heifer that wins the most points at 3 BAA
shows that year.



Besoek ons Webblad - Visit our Website.

www.braunviehsa.co.za
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